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ENGLISH TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Year 11 English ATAR Course Examination, Unit One 2018 

 
Question Paper 

 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 

English ATAR (Year Eleven) 
 
 
Time allowed for this paper (or as determined by the school)  
Reading time before commencing work:   Ten minutes  
Working time:  Three hours 
 
 

Materials required/recommended for this paper 

To be provided by the supervisor 
This Question Paper 
Standard Answer Book 
 
 

To be provided by the candidate 
Standard items:  pens, pencils, eraser or correction fluid, ruler, highlighter 
Special items:  nil 
 
 

Important note to candidates 
No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
you do not have any unauthorised notes or other items of a nonpersonal nature in the 
examination room. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand it to the supervisor 
before reading any further. 
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Structure of this paper 

Section 
Number of 
questions 
available 

Number of 
questions to 
be answered 

Suggested 
working time 

(minutes) 

Marks 
available 

Percentage of 
exam 

Section One: 
Comprehending  

3 3 60 30  30 

Section Two: 
Responding 

6 1 60 40 40 

Section Three: 
Composing 

5 1 60 30 30 

   
 

Total  100 

 
 
 
Instructions to candidates 

1. The rules for the conduct of Western Australian external examinations are detailed in the 
Year 12 Information Handbook. Sitting this examination implies that you agree to abide by 
these rules. 

2. Write your answers to each section in the Standard Answer Book or on paper supplied by 
your school or college. 

3. You must be careful to confine your responses to the specific questions asked and to 
follow any instructions that are specific to a particular question. 

 
4. You must not use texts from Section One to answer questions from Section Two. 
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Section One: Comprehending       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are three (3) texts and three (3) questions. Answer all questions. 

 

You are required to comprehend and analyse unseen written and visual texts and respond 

concisely in approximately 200–300 words for each question. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes 

 

 
 
Question 1:           (10 marks) 
 
Discuss how language features and text structure position readers to respond to characters in 
Text 1.  
 
 
 
Question 2:           (10 marks) 
 
Discuss how Text 2 communicates particular social concerns. 
 
 
 
Question 3:           (10 marks) 
 
Explain how visual elements in Text 3 represent ideas about human experience.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 1 
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Text 1 

Text 1 is an extract from an Australian short story titled “Grandma and the Girls” by Robert Hood 
(1989).

Grandma O’Donnell would not be ignored. She had always ruled our family with a strong, if at 
times invisible, grip. Independence seemed impossible, but her hold never loosened and, if she 
wanted to, could pull us in with a certainty a fisherman would have envied. She was like a spider, 
and we the insects caught in her web; as a child I sometimes thought of her that way – one of the 
more colourful garden varieties, not too sinister – and it made me nervous in her presence. But 
she made everyone nervous. They loved her, yet were afraid of her too. And though I don’t 
remember any occasion when she was cruel or violent, I know the fear was real. I associated it 
with respect. Somehow, we knew we could never do without her. 

Mum hated her, I think now, though she never said anything to us kids. Me and my three sisters- 
Alison, Sarah and Kate – grew up in Grandma’s shadow, not Mum’s. Mum became like a bit of 
an off-shoot of Grandma, and she must have seethed under the strictures laid down by the old 
woman, turning her rebellion to intense creative bursts which produced strange sculptures of clay 
and wire. They frightened me, those icons of despair. I wouldn’t look at them if I could help it. I 
didn’t understand them, nor the impulse that created them. 

As for Dad, well, he was like a ghost, less substantial even than Mum. I still have a sepia 
photograph of the whole family together, Grandma in the centre, with the rest of us grouped 
around her as though looking for support. Dad is there standing behind her, withered and dull. 
His edges blur into the bushes and the dark lace of Grandma’s shawl. In places you can’t see 
him at all. Oddly enough that’s the only picture I have of him. I remember others, or think I do, but 
I can’t find them. There are family groupings, plenty - but if he was ever in them, time erased his 
image. 

We used to think that’s what happened to Grandpa O’Donnell; he just faded away, not only from 
the photographs, but from the world as well. We have a vague memory of him as someone we 
met once or twice, but even Alison, the eldest of us, can’t put a face to the memory. Our parents 
wouldn’t talk about him; if we broached the subject Mum would say; ‘He’s gone,’ and then leave 
the room to make teas, as if to illustrate the point.

See next page for Text 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document.
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Text 2 
 
Text 2 is an extract from an article written by Godfrey Moase, who is Assistant General Branch 
Secretary at the National Union of Workers. The article appeared in the online version of the 
Griffith Review in April 2017. 
 
The housing black hole 

  
I was thirteen when I learnt a home’s real value. 
 
The vice-principal called me into his office. He was the sort of teacher teenage boys fear: a 
former football player who wore a thick moustache on top of a ruddy face that continually looked 
like he was fighting the urge to burst into a rage. At first I thought I must have been in trouble. It 
was, however, worse than that. My mother was sitting in his office. 
 
‘We’ll be fine,’ she said. Then she burst into tears. The vice-principal explained that our landlord 
had evicted us that morning. 
 
The school arranged crisis accommodation with a group of nuns in Northcote. The nuns were 
warm and welcoming. That night my mother and I shared a room. It was clean, but the smell of 
years of accumulated anxiety hung in the air. I was embarrassed. I was ashamed. It was 1998 
and we didn’t have a home. 
 
I told no one. Not my father, which was pretty easy because he was absent. Not his family. Not 
my friends. No one. They all already knew my mother struggled – with money, with employment, 
with drinking; they didn’t get to know that we were homeless too. It was shameful enough being 
the poor kid in the wider family circle. 
 
At the same time as we were homeless my paternal grandmother was making her living renting 
apartments in Hobart. Australia’s wealth divide ran through my family. My childhood was spent 
commuting between my father’s family and my mother’s place, shifting between the haves and 
the have-nots. In one place, the adults had Persian rugs, gin and tonics and talked of travel; in 
the other they had cask wine, cigarettes and crying. 
 
My early experience with the parallel realities of the social universe taught me that housing is not 
a realm of natural equilibrium tended by the market’s invisible hand. There are quirks, uneven 
distributions and random acts of catastrophe. 
 
From my viewpoint, there are similarities between Australia’s housing market and a concept that 
seems to bear little resemblance to it: the black hole. A black hole is a point in space where the 
force of gravity is so strong that nothing escapes, not even light. In Australia, the upward rush of 
housing prices has been so rapid and significant that no aspect of daily life is free from its hold. 
 
My experience is just one example of the many lives warped by the Australian housing black 
hole. More than two million Australians live with housing stress, meaning they have to work out 
which basic necessities to give up in order to make the rent or mortgage payment. And every 
night, more than one hundred thousand Australians go to sleep without a home, hundreds of 
whom sleep rough within the central business districts of our major cities. Homelessness and 
housing stress have risen considerably over the last ten years but in a parallel Australia we have 
never been richer. As property values have increased, household wealth has more than tripled 
over the last fifteen years and reached over $8 trillion in 2015. How is it that we can accept these 
apparently contradictory realities as a normal part of our existence? 
 
 

See next page for Text 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document. It may be viewed online at: 
 
https://griffithreview.com/articles/the-housing-black-hole/. 
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Text 3 
 
Text 3 is a black and white reproduction of a photograph taken by corporal Brittney Vella. It 
depicts members of the US Navy taking a selfie with Timorese schoolchildren whilst on a 
construction mission in June 2016. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Section One  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document. It may be viewed online at: 
 
http://seabeemagazine.navylive.dodlive.mil/2016/06/15/seabees-pacific-
partnership-2016-arrive-in-timor-leste/ 
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Section Two: Responding        (40 Marks) 

In this section there are six (6) questions. Answer one (1) question.  

 

Your response should demonstrate your analytical and critical thinking skills with reference to any 

text or text type you have studied. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes 

 

 
 

Question 4:          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how stylistic choices have influenced your response to a text that you have studied. 
 
 
Question 5:          (40 marks) 
 
Analyse how a multimodal text you have studied works to represent an event or idea. 
 
 
Question 6:          (40 marks) 
 
Compare the effectiveness of the way in which two studied texts use generic conventions to 
achieve their purpose. 
 
 
Question 7:          (40 marks) 
 
Explain the impact of context on the production and/or reception of a studied text. 
 
 
Question 8:          (40 marks) 
 
Analyse how a text you have studied manipulates language features in order to comment on 
specific values or societal issues.  
 
 
Question 9:          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how a studied text has used structure in an interesting way to represent people.  
  
 
 
 

End of Section Two 
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Section Three: Composing       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are five (5) questions. Answer one (1) question. 

 

You are required to demonstrate writing skills by choosing a form of writing appropriate to a 

specific audience, context and purpose. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes 
 

 
 
Question 10:          (30 marks) 
 
“We seldom learn much from someone with whom we agree.” (Mokokoma Mokhonoana)  
 
Incorporate the idea presented in this statement in a form of your choice, focusing on differing 
values and/or attitudes.  
 
 
 
Question 11:          (30 marks) 
 
Compose the beginning of two narrative passages, each centralising on the perspective of a 
different character from the image below.  
 

 
 



ETAWA ENGLISH 9  ATAR YEAR 11 

© ETAWA 2018 

 

 
Question 12:          (30 marks) 
 
Write a persuasive text that aims to convince a particular audience to embrace either change or 
tradition in a particular context.  
 
 
Question 13:          (30 marks) 
 
“The end is just the beginning.” 
 
Compose an interpretative text which utilises this quote. 
 
 
Question 14:          (30 marks) 
 
Compose a text, in a form of your choice, that responds to the image below.  
 

 
 

End of Examination  
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